A True Copy of a | | 


DISPUTE 


Larcly held at | 
Father Conyer a Jeſuit, and Alexander Thompſon a 


BETWEEN 
Church of England Man, and Barriſter at Law, concerning 
the PLOT: 


uy ELL, Sir, you are willing, ſuppoſe, 10 vindicate the Execution of 
Jeſuite, \ / Laws, in ror — pe theſe Roman Catholicks, [rr 
were ſacrificed to your Conmrus Vengeance. | 


Proteſtant, 1 ſhall give you my Apprehenſions thereof; but if my Vindication be not 


Satisfactory, I will rather belicve it tobe my own Weakneſs, than the Juſtice of your 
Cauſe. 


Jeſ. I appealto any man of Senee, whether there was any Probability, there cond be « de 
of taking off the King ? That very Aft won'd have alarwd the People, and conſequently have 
daſpt the Defign; for upon that Tuntture, where had we any Forces in readinefi to eſpouſe our 
Canſe, and to alter that Government, which con'd not be ſubverted. but by Sword t WW row? d 
wor expett any Forreign Aſſiſtance to evade, before your Matttia were Embarroied ; and to by. 
lieve that a Caball of ſome deſigning 7isnels coed execute tt, 1s Groundleſs, : 


Proteft. As tothe Fact it ſelf, we know that tis nothing but what the Principles of your 
Religion doth enjoyn you to; ®tis reckoned by your Church as Meritorious, and is very 
conſiſtent with your Conſcience. Now, as to the Probability, why this ſhou'd be 
executed, *twas very apparent; your Party had Confpired to ſham itupon the Presbyte= 
74ans, andin order to that, you had given Commiſſions, and diſpoſed on Preferment to 
ſuch and ſuch men, as the Diſcovery of the Meal-Tub-Plor doth very clearly confirms 
then where was the need of an Army in readineſs, when you might expect that Juſtice 

wou'd be done upon the Presbyterians, whilſt you free from Sutpition, might uncon- 
cernedly look on the Vertigo of the State ? Beſides, if in the end you had fail'd in this; 
yet at preſent ſuch a general Conſternation had ſeized the Kingdom, that you mighe 
eaſily expe<t ſome Forreign Auxiliaries, before the Diſcovery of your PraCtices, and 
the Nation in a Military Poſture ; your Church doth authorize and juſtifie the Attions of 


that Nature 3 and you have daring Clements, and zealous Ravilliats, that think it their 
Dury to attempt them. 


Jef. I confeſs that Mariana doth endeavour to maintain that King-killing Tenet, but it 
was damned as Pernicious and Unchriſtian 2 the Church: *Tis alſo objetted againſt Bel- 
larmine ; bus it was only inſerted into his Polumns by an ienkpown hand, as is apparent in the 
Original Copy. But to revert your Aﬀſſertion againſt ur ſelf, if Regicide be Antherized 
by eur Church, and Heaven promiſed as a Reward to the Attor, wehave Clements in ſtore, 
that wowd Aſſaſinate Majeſty upon the firſt Summons or Command ; we need not have contrived 
fo many ſeveral forts of Death, and have ventured the Abortion of owr Plot upon the leaſt Mſ- 
carriage. Do = think, that Pickering world have had the Patience to have waited for art 
opportunity ſo long in the Park, when he might eaſily have bad acceſs to the K mg*s Preſcence, 
and might with a ſurer Fate, than an erring Gun, have diſpatcht, and conſequently merit: 4 
Heaven? He was unworthy of it, if he durſt not dyz for't : The very Laſhes he had upon the 
account of his Negligence was worſe than the Pains of Death ; beſid:s the Forf<iturg of thoſe 
Maſſes that were promiſed himy upon the Per formance: ; 


' tion of his Deli 
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Proteſt. Though your Relighn Ye yo ſufh as dare propagate its Inte- 
reſt by fuch ſinilter Means, yet Ido notperceive, that any of you are ſo relerved from the 
Indulgende of theFtg;,-as prefgntly-ro quit Intere n Earth, and yighd your 
ſelves a vitime to ring h,-y$f your Gorinun £@#d but prevent igF preſent 
Executioff you couTbe contenkgo. Jive a little he, rathE than to purchaſe fur 1ma- 
ginary Happineſs, by embracing a Temporal and Bug-bear Death. Johannes Acuris, 
one of your Order, and one that entertained as great a Zeal for the Interelt of his 
Church, as the boldeſb Promoter of your all, and though he had a Warrant ſigned, for 
the immediate Poffgfſion of Heavegy if he ſhould accidentally be ſeized aftergheExecu- 

pon the Perf of Count Ladowick of Naſthaw, yet his,mgin and 
daſtard Squl durit Mt publickly ye Ruffian, but orsitteqhis Opportunities, E d was 
Taſh't. > mae - = 


Jeſ. Our Talent of time is now ſo ſmall, -we muſt not employ i in Canvaſſing this Point ; 
let us omit the Opinzons of our Church in this King-Killing Tenet, and return ta our particu- 
laps. Can you tmagine, that x Deſign of this nature, wheremn* no leſs than rhe Debbbof the 
KING, and the Alterationof GOVERN MEN T was endeavoured, ſhow?d be commu- 
nicated to every Papilt of any Note through the Realm ? (a4 the Depoſitions of the Evidence 
would perſwade you) Or that Letters ſhowd be-ſent, or Correſpondence kept, in order to that, 
by the common Poſt ? Or, that Sir George Wakeman and Groves, &c. were to have ſo 
many. Hundreds ofi Bonds for. their. good Service, and adventure hon four Gentlemen that 
ware privy to alt the Proceedings, wou'd Aſſaſſuate. him for Fourſcore * Or that.any,of the 


' Conſpirators, which you believe ta be ſuch Profligate Villians, wow'd aye and be danined, when 


they might be prefered upon C onfeſſion ? or being Conſcious to themſelves of the Truth of rhe 
Information, that thiy wou'd'not endeavour to make. aneſcape, but wou'd skulk, about to be 
fenrevyd out by Fuſtseas of the Pences-proſe ecured and banged 7 . YAy Yecone tle theſe, 


Proteſt. Your firſt Suppoſition I anſwer thus, That although you had confided in the 
zexerality. of thoſe. of your Religion, yet you might believe the Oath of Secrecy, you 
had impoſed 'upon them, to be fo. Obligatory, as not tobe violated by either Fear or 
Intereſt. Pe] 

: Secondly, You argue an Improbability that ſo great a Deſign ſhou'd be truſted to the 

of the conymen rOIt;: Uut ?twas apparent, you had 1o far providcd, that to 
prevent the il ns of a Miſcarrpagey..you had wwurived a Charatter, which 
none but your Correſpondent cou?d-apprehend. 

-:Tbirdly,'It is no-Argument againſt the Probability of the intended Regicide, that the 
four Aſlaſlines were ſo reaſonable in their agreement, it only argues their great Zeal to 

our general Intereſt. ; 

- Fourthly, Although we ſhou'd be ſo candid, as not to inſiſt upon the Merit your Church 
aſignes to obſtinacy of that Nature, yet ſome of you, for the very fear of an Injury from 
their incenſed Party, durſt not betray the Cauſe by Confeſſion. Now, whereas they 
rather ſtood Tryal, than attempted an eſcapeupon the firſt Diſcovery, it might be the 
Effeas of their Impudence, rather than Innocence ; they might expe& their Deſign 
wou'd be ſham*d upon the Diſlenters, and ſo prevent that inconvenience to their future 
ConduQ, that wou'd haveattended their flight. 

Finally, That you have endeavoured this before, if we look back to the fifth of 
November, we mult believe; and why there is now more Simplicity and Innocence in 
your Religion, is unaccountable : We had not only ſufficient Evidence, but other de- 
monſtrating Circumſtances to perſwade us of the Legality of their Tryals and 


Execution. 
FINES 


LON DON, Printed for John Bringhurſt, ar the Sign of the Bock, in Grace-Churchs 
ſtreet, near Cornhill, 1681. 


